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Or hase Mr. Goula won and fost i, kow 1 rose
to fune and glory only ta fall 1o the depihs ot
hankruprey, and other stories ro the preseut day.

Ay S,

He A, S
"Eh‘i‘.xl o ron vala Lewdvdle w Clmex
and return 10 Leohille on lase Wwep ol

narrow-guuge operation Pich wp M Climax and
nandle w Leodwille all macrow-gaupe Sals
EP S~ Te trmn onder. dated Auguss 22
1943, wus potenthe packliod for publs consump-
tioey: asd well il migha be, foe e Wi was ap
Ovvasiors. The Aseeciated Pross weo theie, ax
wig e maver of Lesdville. Albeit Fonn, of
Lije magseane, Lok pretures; srad Robert Ricw,
vae=prvaskoal of the Culviode &k Soulhwrn,
paswed box of cigars. They were hoooning
the memory and soarnirg the juesing o »
cevelinge great rrlived., This was the Jst ran
af e narmuw-suigee best knoan us e Denver,
Seuth Pirk & Padific. once the most spedticu-
latly suecvsalul patlwad in all the Wes

Thie wie the roule ol Lhe Hsn trnx and of
the narrow=-gauge Pallsans. (U sse e sherl
lme (o Derver W Leudville, enssing the
Ceeitzvenlal Davide taixe on the way., Al hga
Akine [Pass va llse way o Gannlson, 1t had
Skl & thard crvssioa of the Dovde i a tunned
o an altiaude of 11536 fwer. In & <hort hall-
deaen yenrs of 1ls fabulous carcer il skyivekeled
froms & Livss revimue af 8235 @ tuy 1o BLDUDN o
T

Al L1s preatest exponse, just uller e tumm of
e wentury, the uld South Purk was 2 HIT=ml>
system. Hx U -font-gaupe Leack ron southwed
of Denver, Inlbswing the South Platte River up
tne canvon ibto the front tunge of the Rockies
A0 Sauth Flatte, 20 nales out of Denver, e
Litee tusncd west whill Jullossing the watvr=level
gimile along the reerth fork of tke Sputn Plane
The railiond was now well into ke Platte Cim-
vor. a tocky chuem Wi o rushng siecam in s
bl ared o Frwedly 03] m s Deaubes w o the
" TRy goes sk bicluds 1he Coliiaste Contral narmme-
gvage s £ Clear Ok Cansen. whisl viaited
scpamately b wunal up eng wath the Saek Park
sa qur? of the U3

botter=knnvwn Char Crvek Canvon. “Ihe rninl-
e twistedd and turrsal, s voudbed fitted in-
penipdsly mibe the moanay spwe btwewn the
al of e siveam smd tw toacnng ok walle

As the comon bed gianed clevation, the val-
les atigned oul untl e roolivoad foand -
-l at the Ffeat of ke =harg climbs i Keraska
Pass. nhere, sl 958l-foot clevaiion  the law
crosmad over smilo the roribarn extoemily of
tnal bresul bl valley called
Sl Park, (resn which the
olroed ok its neme. To
the south was the extenave
beauty of the pork T the
rerith lin}' i b hl'l}:h'l.- il 1w
Contmenial Dovwde

Al Comer BB =ales Lum
Denver. the Loe divided, one
slem going W Guesison ond
e wikin 5o Leadville, the
tuo=nt c-higs mining oy
with 1esources of lepd. gokl
sliver, ging, copper, von, bis-
meath, sl resrgunew. Lewd-
ville lwon en the Atluntic side
af the Continental Xuvde. hus
the ok South Payk suwung
aorth Crem Como, crossed the
Divide <% Dorens Piss onlo
thee Pacific Shoe, and then
sgatn crvescd the dvide m
Fremont Paee to reach Tead.
ville 1l wax here bt wl-
men were o apsansd
sty of e Loudnmst ol op=
crulmg problems The goale
etwoen Come wand 11,494t
Borows Poss was 4.19 por veni.
It was on this Wwenlic eamb
that Barnum s ¢lepbants once
obligingly bhelped push &
thressca clrcus Tl winm

ol
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Park's avernpge of
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with 11 snow shics up the ¢
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troubles,

W Boreas

e EN0Ww

S1 Sa0]e

g four engines 1o & olary im Winler
rlll'l '__':_, L J"u:' Can De Sé€i BTl aMOS of

both the Atlantic aryd Poclbe skopes, To the north
nd the wost stretehes the greas, bes [
the Blue River. shadowed by the ponvierous
Ten=-Mile Range. The radlrond loped easily down
one tork of the Blue and up tee other fork o
rearly M milles before starting the clim® over
11 380-foot Fremont Pass 40 regain the Atdanth

side of the Divide reach Leadville. Th

|I'; % .,Illl."‘J o

nnre ]:r'- | Py i.-'.'r]'.' I]-I" R L rhll-‘ it |'|Ir'-'.h|1‘] TR
thres high patsex to get there
Hark ol Comva the line toward Gumnismoes

(which first the main line of the Sewuth

Parky atruck southward snloas the cormps

sl

alivu=

level coundsy af the valleyv and finally crumsed

the Park Range i=mlo the Ackansas Yal ul

low ibd-loot) LTrou Crick P | MO g

oy the Colori Midland ¢e May 1843
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Huena Vista, 25 mées north of Salsda
on the Noyval Cnoa

Wester ay an U
tourist wrallic. Higl
I:_;.H':wu Ilr fla. Thie I_-"!":rll.i"
bottom of the

tiere. an

L)

pe Hoate of the Dernver & Mo

Grande OPOT Nl sounce

sy '_.
k1ll'i-l.1:||j O e

".i”r'f. iz 1} i Rio Grande
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oy Wae obove

Pinin
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L
from Poohlo almog to i1s ssaree near Fremond
Pass. Towering to the west |s the high wall of
the Continental Divide, fenturiog the Collegs
]'-u;-.k:.- 3!|.|.~.1 E{:.r','ardl \1||||.:r. '|'.1:-_- apd Mouni
14.000 Fect iy Ecughit
the ald

South Park Lirse wnumg bravely wexl (rom 1has

1 i ..|||"..4' h_',, the rive

Princeton—all maore than

It was just wooth of these peaks that

Arkarsae YValley 1o clismb the Gadvon of Chalk

Below s » Plondy aroud ol vean age umivies sis

EEEF ot Do Reol in the Platte Comwan
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heghlight aod cpeeroting Yeadacke of the South
he sade over this

wos probably

10 Alpire Eoass,

it o Gumnlson

sund

s AT

.|||-.‘.:ml|l.'.} T train w
arvand the base --T' ENe i L ol x: '||h1| i VT
toward the top, unzil it ceogced under the Divvde
threaugh A'pone Turnnel. From the west end of
i=e tannel it emerped onta the beaunitul Pali-
{ carved alone the edge of 2 sheer

Ermnity chi®, Thie englnsvrnrg Tide l'.,.,hp-ul:f-rn'

andex 4 =y

BT 1.!'...'.:1 W, |1i:'. LN '.-‘1-rll".".l"l.i-'!|f-r| Eh."t'l..l]'.-."q

hure cowrt the railrond ar much oz SIH000) peor
male. Dowmwasd 1% wonnud iz owea sabhmy e
! LrT}';.' ' | L;l.:-.nt: Crovie ane] Hin

Cirande s MarzEall Fass L. atidds it [h'.li:llll‘:r.'i

el Che

Lot Cranilmei

Pockbably the best:hpown trams ever to vun
cael this road were the fizh romwns, which were
the "Wfe Fics teoon Mo
cerl of epver dinly execepe Sundme 28 3 p
an far
weax 0l another, Mo 7Y ol 2:08 §* 1M

.n;.u.g}:l'a".m':. in T‘h an

Ty e Granl: and an Sniurday here

Throuph

the Plaite Canyvon, trout=flung wus .I'.IH'HI, wnad

* “The Wostern sape live russ daily steger dram Si.
Ema 1o Aagwn and Glenvond Springs in onnEisson
w1t thracgh-elevpere framn Denawe e B Klea©
Eal B ovifan®dd

In Plarte Canyon.

svaitlable tight oAl the endx of Wi 1olrond e

Cratbsound

el azk the

”'1_‘ eshermeun w '-|_1|_-! pleE Ria =k 1

the wrain. By

full of

onductor Lo stogh

curly pex: maormang, b eneel hantice

Rodiey Mowintsan Lront, 1B BEherman hsl D5l
tis et up from Uhe end of the G at the el ol
e opproschme tram, wd wave his handher-
el dor the snbiad b lvam 10 stop Thewe
trains often ran in lae v three sestions

The

inolinded a duv=tran to Leadville and & natht-
tram =pliting at Como for both Lesduille and

regulnr lrum dcviod N the hig ywars

Gunsason. Both dinicsg-cars and '."r""i-“"”' waw
wper kled, The wsual 172aln to Como was ux much
ws five vars, but beyordd the Jurclion only theee
vz culd be bondled

In the I.].rh- 1.'“'{_ wher the end ol Crsce wWas

Kenndha Hzll the

s ™ MinE fivesnier Lrain ey the it station

M ST, the departuie o8
ey Weal Dvinver wie & Duss and codorbul scere
Many uf tw pisscngers were miners. and al-
mpcal oll carvied cumbersome bundles ot evelry-
thing up to complete prospecting outfits  Just
hl-fu‘r._' ITAT Tlﬂ-‘l-|.b *h .':.rr'_lqn LN !II:-I"JII 1 NOre
dashirg e W ik o l"'r-r-.nr;li:r- :u-rh:q.r.-. the exhitor
of the Rackuy Mousim= Neus or vicv=prisudent
H.' A Clu'-ltruﬂﬂ. vl WS 1:.-;h~.+'l.:-h I:';l Tlu' L=

Vadlowing the vome of the Esh truies of 2 penerstion weo o thus Lesdoall-lsasd
'u‘-.;lﬂ ol thee wuildlle TUT s r“nhin'_ the Plamie C 1ALt kgl Gaanl. Cols.
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H N Lirew

DF Vew 4

Wilur blosdwpar v

Abeae & U= kol passcmger Lrnan, \lﬂ";’l‘lt al Bl ol
an p\.rrﬂ 10, 1617, Whew thet tramm resched Pewrver (e
oM South hek wion officully sbandenad. A1 belt iv w
Soaath Park trun n Denrer Uniom Siation, the Seiolple
Como of teday, md a2 marmmeeganpe Fresghi

duetor bnmea them all “Gosd morrang, Mo
Weod." he woulkd sy 1o the emenent Leadualle
miner and mwtdunmst,. "No need Lo huarry
Fleray of ume” The passraer agmpezerd in-
cliaded severa] reocexlitimed secceadbnml comch -
ra froen the Neow York Elovaled. [Thir scamulds
like PMA'—EA ]

The litlls Maem beatas which paalls] iba Bt
Irmms were wanon seplacod by sonwe line Jitike

Cininbae .'ﬂu.;ul.\. drrd Da e Laiini of the Centui B

e swoied war uslng sone 62 cngines.  nuluding

yuile aury goray o Coevsaliditions

Trns, ik was e Denver. South Fare &
I_".H‘ﬂ"'n,*, Latien prnanew 1.1}:11'. penanee] Lhe D=
ver, Lenidvidle & CGunnoon. [n the bwicaung,
with mest puiliowds, the dlee wes vaotly Jil-
fervnt. Thoe rowd was incvrposutod Much U
13572 se the Denven. Georgetlown & Uk
The istention s 5o bald conthwe= fwrs Dene
wird 10 Mocriser and o nocthaest past baome-
izol il Peciow i <2l e Chut Cirek Camivuii
el Beithowd Poss ol then o follew e

Traimy - Novermber, 1943
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Corvirr Farl Brwdes arel SAR

Sumsetiens & JAeam shinel was meaded 10 t.liﬁ suil e
Adis o the mlies could gt theoegh’ Thew Jdiles chne
tearing dews (he immumaiissde. rollisg up vess and toul:
thers sl tlee v ther Jelt seren the fruchs woald roms
i@ sl the lomghest sipve cowMing Bk,

12

Colurade Hivens to Ctahh A branch was pio-
posiid To go by aay of ke Sy Purk to Bucna
Visla and the Guemison ool frelds. Bul ‘W, A B
Loveland olenest immediately pushed 2 narvow-
cange octension o his Colarada Central ap
Clear Creek Canyan taward Geargetoun, plan-
reng e crass the Dhvde 3t Loveland Pass wilh
un extrwedinay budori=and-lrwm svstem The
Fewancial paroe, Lovelod's vxlersoon sl with-
drawul of premincd Kee Pacilic wd caused
wnn wbandonosweet of the South Puil's George-
town ides axdd & reorganizalion of the corpora-
ton as the Denver. Soanh Park & Pactfic. The
western terminal wis then sel ol Fairply. on
the Arkensas.” where many wagon trmls met

The Jouih Park momd was e clrvamn umild real-
ientioey of Gavernor Jobn Evans, firwl peresideet
£ the compuny—a greal sadrosd Bedkler and
Dvpavr Boasler and the second berrilonal pov-
eraor of Colorade. Among the orizinal direc-
s wis o sline. faresecing News=York-borm
man who, 3o ressurer of the Denver Pacific,
was slrcady leaving hia impaess upon the nul-
made af Colarade Hie name wue Dovel H
Maf:t Jr, wnd he wie later o bwocese ane ol
the prvad men al Weslern callinacding.

The liew wur eenpleled to Blosrison Spings.
16 sniles Jowne Densver, by Jures 20, 15574 On the
litsl ol the fllowing yeor the divectors (ssoed
their st anna) ret. In b l‘}"‘ll-l.‘-'ll n‘l?‘h af
Hist armual reports it was sublimely epleniatie
11 15 helivvesd that oo ramte feee 3 el eecad of
130 milex in extent m thiz oxanlry bas ever
ffered sch sbumdant soaroes ol Bocsd Dusanes
thronphasl ix enlire romte.” Amang Lhe men-

* rgoneed frare i annusl ropoer Actaslly. the Pack
MNasge = bivirern Famrplay and the Askaman.

tioewed sources of potertial traffic wore usbur-
twa business ["Denver besinessmwen will wash
to lisw along the lme away [rom the dirt and
wrime of the eny’ ) e, iwade from imedone
epostts along 1he lmwe; coal, sarddsiome for
vulMing purposss: tenbeerand bece the report
went anto consucderable  detail —iscloding  sies
for wse of the line and uther vaslioads: traut
fishwez: snlt: wilver; Joud: mokl: won: galena:
corn, hay, and ather Barm peeduets. machmery:
merchanchse; ond pleasae ravel.

smoe Ihe propeesed  line hiad nothing  but
wapon roods for competitivenn and ary kKind of
» rallroad conild beiter the wagun houloge costs,
the watenmies of vvense were bosed not on
comparable milrasd rates in ollwr lecations bt
mithesr cn the ooxt of procliecing matertake abong
the line comparsd with (he sellivg proce of smi-
Inr rresderinls an Donver. The read expecied
T ubde Lo wbeeat most of the difference in
feeixbil churges Using this naove bosis and na-
swrung Lhit the roed could furrash mast of the
lumber, most of tlye rallroad thee and much of
the stoie, ool ond sther materals for Dimver,
im ongemal eshimate of apnusl revenue aleeg
the loe for the Brst dovsion o Bullalo Creek
was prophesied ap follows

Lammlmer ..ot L
WMecrhandus, onal, cnes. machewry, wke . G0
Oves, ballkon R - | ]
Weil and expaeec -
Puocnger fars .. L. D

Teial B =0T

Aler seiltng up ths stimale o gross reves
nue. Lhe direetors procceded 1o say that their
operoling cosle would be low bocause most of
the traffie wog in the donngrade directsan, and
kerse hes showald be able to baul thos traffse for
3 cost of onhe 40 per cent of Ihe revenue, for s
aranl et profie of 3155300 The sctunl enrn-
mgr an the Bl 16 milex of line = the thard
quurter ul 1874 were §1510.82 nel This in il-
sl win't bad Jor & Bogsnisg The rosd hod
obed out this Ircome by such mgenious teidlic
solicnabon as hauling Sanday -school pxcurslons
o Morrisn Springs. and it bad carnoed itsell
the nickname of “Sandoy=School Route.”

The success of the Denver & Rio Grande was
queted ne proof dar the practicobility of ugdog
the narresy gauge Thie wac at the besghit of the

Sovule and e ociing masvel of the sl Soalh Firl
were the Polisades et of Alpive Tuinel. The lazge
phene dupsas thee Lo when it was stdl in service: the
el toddey. Molice the lrach deubling beck far
beelisan iy 1 sulles.
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narrow.gouge boosey In the 18708 many & rail-
rood thought that if the Rio Grande could scide
the Mockies with sarrow gauge, narrow gauge
oould do anytléng, swnd by 1879 there was a
sotal of 4159 miles of racrow-gauge milroad in
M ostatcs.

The directors sgressavely solicited business
especially Immigration to points on the line: and
annual passes were offered to new settiers. Still
the rallroad dida’t go forward Capital was
Incking. and even the supreme encrgion of
Governor Evans could net secure the where-
withall te extend into South Platte Casvon and
the mounlains

T;ll beginning of the Leadville silver boom

in 1837 changed all this. The embrro rod
had & goal offering rich traffle for any rallroed
which sould connect it with Denver. The Rio
Grande tried 10 get mte South Plutte Casven
first in order te build itseli§ a ghortout to boom-
s Loadville; bul just when things seomed
datkest for hw South Park and Governor Evars
had been asked 10 resign because of his inabihity
to pet capital, be disoppeared sexl later turned
up with & rarlcad of ralls end the announcement
that mcore were on the way from the East. He
had secured a kean from a Coctonath bank, and

From the cab, list ron of the sserow-gaupe.

the South Park started up the canyon which it
wigs 1 ecrupy exclusively for 60 years to come.
By 1578 the mil head had reached Badley's
within evoopesual wagon-hauling distance of
Leadville, and a comsideruble portiom of the
Leadville traffic started to flow over South Park
raile. Thie ended the rmoad's Gnancial dificultios.

Governor Evans was right on the job, ridng
up ard down the tight of way on horseback and
travelisg the traies over the finkshed porticas
Colcewd C. W. Fisher, onelime gencral super-
intenderd of the South Park, tells the stocy of
an inspection trip with Evasu: The two were
riling on the cow entchor of a locomotive. just
above Balley’s. As they rounded a curve both
men aw a gl on the track. It was too late 1o
signal the engineer %0 stop. Evans calmly let
himsell down to the bottom brace of the plloa,
holding on to the link coupler with one hand,
and with the other hand he pushed the girl off
the track, out of the way of the locomotive. He
them pulled hrmself up ard reassumed his place
on %op of the cow cstcher and continued his
ooaversation with Fisher

On February 10, 1880, the road resched the
Arkansos River ind run & Ene mte Buena Vista
from which It intended to bearch noarth up the
Arkansas Valley to Leadville. The mwin line
was continued west over Alpine Pass in 1580
and indo Gunrnison by 1842

It waas im the late 'T0's that a new but familsar
ligure enfered the story, just ns be did most
rullrsad stosien at absut that time. The frst
narrow-gauge sleeper out of Denver had come
west over the line, aed from the platform
stepped Jay Gould, kis bWack derby firmly set
on his ample cranlum and his fine full beard
aeatly trimmed He made w csh offer for an
interest in the South Parle and though ot first
turnid down he snom had an interest in not enly
the South Park bt alss the Ris Grande. which
bullt isto Buens Vistia a short time Ister.
Gould fatherod & permanent joint-owmrsesbip
and pooling arrungement for the present Rio
Grande track betweon Buera Vista and Lend-
ville. The Scuth Purk, under this arrengemest,
was mssignod 8 por cont of all freight tralle
Iwtwveen Leadville and Demver. Additionnl
Liadville business also fowed t0 the South
Patk by wagon train over the direct route to
Como ard then via railrend to Denver. It was
i1 those palmy daye that the South Park avers
aged SLOOOD » day, making even the roslest
prophecies of itx founders soamd like ol.fash-
wned peanets






Sanoweganze Comsslidaizon Mo TE, which
quﬂn_l the lad namow-gauge riin #0 the
old Sewth Park, is hown at Leadville

But Jay Gould was not content with
enly the revenuws (rom the radrosd
Me had bigger schemes. Pechaps be
planped to compete withs the Union
Pacific and perbaps he didn't, but at
any 1otc he made it look as U he were
podng to joan his Kansas Pacthe and
the South Park inlo a transcontinental
e roughly poralleling the Unbon Pu-
ahe. The UP became adarmed arx in
18%) Bought the Gould Imerests in the
Kansix Pucilie, the Denver Pooffic, nnd
e Derave, South Fark & Pazitie

First net of the new owners wis 1o
cancel the perpetual joint-interist In
e Buena Vista-Leadville line and
10 substitute for it o treckage lease agreemsent
which was cancelalie by ecither party on =x
Geoeral Palmer of the Rio
antil the next day %o
wetve his sie months’ notice of cancellstson of
the liase. The South Park was thus deprived
of its entrance Into the frultiul Lesdville tor-
ritoey, and the only course was %0 build i own
'I‘.:"- sl RInn wWan 'b-ﬂ._tun leull 'Jﬂ.!:!.udi—

manths” nobce.

Crmnde wailed only

ine
.|1.L'.I'_|.' aor the reamdabout line [om Como over
RBareas Paes and Fremont Pass, and thes track-
ape reachod Leadville 6 138). Because of the
Bouvy gradcs, the South Park could never agaln
succesafully coopete on o profitable besis for
the Leadville traflhe,

Not only dud the South Poark increase it
aferating bt the trale
The for-

ol all the Colursdo srronw-giude ruil-

cosiz inln Lescdville,
=elf begann praduslly W Isgle awiy
logmes
roed= hiwve alweass Deen j.t.q.','i;lti.\.'nbl', bound W
OfLEL=

wilh the mines. The Lt;.' stncllers wer

nully ot Dinver; but smelters and redoction
milks were loter bullt close to the mines, re-
duceng the trarsportation of are. The South

Parkk started to lose money—first a httle. then
more—until the bonds were tn defsult; and In
1840 the road wis sodd w apother Unlon Pocltse

mibtldoey, the Denver, Leadville & Cuninl=son

This, in tum, weel inko :'-';'-.'i.\-rt'.-'.'.".|:'1 in 18{4
ardd wax sequsred by (ke Calorsdo L& Southern
n |HK, sakmig with the Clear Creek Canyon
rarrow=ghiige lists of the Colveado Cerntral It
yie ahorlly 1Beecalter that the Colorsdo &
Southon acguired o hall snlesest 1n the Calo-

do Mellond, and the South Park Ene hed ils

i C Esambarh

lnst chance te beoome port of a real traems-
sontinental reuting, There were plans adoot 1o
ase the Colorade & Southern line dows inio
South Colorado AMidiand shoricut
lrom Denver, to standard-gsuge it and to con-
mect It up with the Midland west over Hager-
man Puss and nito the valley of the Colorado.,
This Eell through, and the South Park continued
s wuy ax o division of the CLS wiech waa
turn sequited by the Burlirgtton &
Quimney In 1904

Park a= a

Chicagoe,

TH:_' st Impociant shiriekage in milsge ¢0mio

in 1910, when =erivas cave=ins in the Alptae
Tanncl arsd washouts along Trout Creek made
t Pocessary o descontinue through-service be-
tweoty Guios | just south of Como) nnd Gures
st A short portioas of 1he line below Busra
Vista was operalidl ieckoesceslh until 1926
ard ke DERGW operated A o ioe o e N
st of the Alplog Tunmel wntl the ssene yeu
but the old South Purk

artery of traffle 10 Guissison.

waen  Lbr u-::.p:i': s 4

1w pre ardained that the Cunpison line
wiikl Be the first to go. because the opstating
exponses over Alpine Fass were tremendous
dnd ke Gunnison trafhz, like that of Leadville
DARGW competition. While

exponsen 0N pormal  namew =paaxe
reundly three times na syuch e on

wiay aubjict %0
opcialing
lince are
standard-gniele, the rl:pllr:uirnq CXTHPELE CAVE
Alpine Fass avry prohably five Limes as !N:l

The trains have ool gone throwugh the tuneel
foe I3 vears, but handreds of radlfans sl make

snnual pilgrimages to the spok, leoking for old



spises or pieges of Union Pacific mad which
they carry off as souvenirs. The enginemen of
a generation ago would have grunted disgusted-
iy ot sach gomgs-on. To them, Alpine Tunnel
was but an incsdent in gotting the Lrains over
the divsion—a big lecident, to be sure, sevl
somellmes o roubdesome one., Oflen an engi-
neer on o trols up rom Guasoon cafdaitly
cut off the helper at the west end of the tunnel,
wont oo alone s seomingly good westher, and
found fast-drifting seow whien b ¢evwrged [rom
the east portal Many a traln got stuck nesr
Alpre Pass. This was castly to the manage-
merd, but B undoubtedly added to the ramantic
aura which teday hangs about the place.

The Leadville love. In spite of earlier aban-
doament petitbons, continued In scrvice aniil
the last traan Joft Leodville dor Derver om Apeil
10, 1967, In 1081, at the tame of an carlier
shandermment petitioa, the C&4S offered to give
the Leadville line %o Victor A, Miller, who has
mace =uch a saccess of operstng the Rio Grande
Sowthern on slim revenwe, Miller proposed to
operate daily moter trains mmilar to the famous
Galloping (Geese of the RGS, homersads from
handcar parts and Pierce Armow autos Towns
alomg the line obhjected viclently. Theyr fiedt
they had belter chanoces of kevping sn ungrofit-
able line = operstion if it were onred by =»
big corporation than i it were owned by on
mdividual Fﬂll‘ql‘-l}'h ﬂ!.i:} mure righl lemporar-
iy but the hine @ goess now, and whs kecmx
bt mbsat Miller, with the Ingenboas rmethods
and the frosddons of actionr which only an Indi=
vidual can attaine gkl have made o satocss
of the old South Park?

A ¢ Ralwbeyn

Alter the abandonment of servee in 1K97,
sttempls were made W crganize a local eome
pany te take over; but the oller to glve the
oad away no Jonger held. The price of junk
was too hegh. The South Park Rallroad Com-
pany was organiaed on April 14, 1837, and the
dstrict ocurt of Leadville awarded #t tempe-
rary possession of the line between Fremoot
Posx and Waterton, almost to Deniver. Seven
engines at Leadville were wpposcd 1o return
to Denver on April 14 with most of the
ear<, but the raslroad hekd them becaue heyand
Climax they would be in no-man's-land. and
the Semmil Counly sheriif threstened to stop
the retuiing molling ssock

By Muay, 1338 all of the legsl entanglements
had bsen cloared wp, however, and the junking
bogun. All that remaimed were Lthe xmall so:-
tion from Denver toe Walerlion, which hax
sinee bovn starddord-gauged, and the 14-mile
twe per cont grade from Losdville 10 the molyb-
denum mices # Climax, atop Fremoot Pass
It is this 34-mile grode at Clisnex which has
just been standard-gauged, ending the histoes
of the narrow.gauge South Park. The cenver-
=om not only allows one engine instend of two
to handle the 1=aBe to Climax, bant 11 saves the
expenee of reloading all freight from standacd -
to nanow-gauge cars 3t Leadville. This traffic
incidentnlly, = moitly upgrade—food, coal, and
14 T ‘!ul.ll}phl.'l !11:' e mismes Thu tl.l:lit! Hl'..tl-
tiniles that lremdd of minirg which has btikin
away so much of the traffie uhich loemerly ket
the Colorpdo narrow-gnuges busy and prosper-
ous: If all of the modybdenum cee weve shippad
v valliond to reduction mils it - ol bee 15000

tons & day ol traflic, but s i1 &, the
reciuction mills straddle the Contin-
ental Drvsde of the

sunes, and & few box cars 2 day earm

richt m "I”'f'r'.
the molybsfernuim concentrale down to
the main line in barrels

The Denver, South Park & Pacific

1

hves ond

v e 14 milex of grade ocomn-
The
seuyy Consolditbon loovrretivas pull-

Mg the Iredghl up 10 th

P Lindard-guuygs rale

C IJ..T:'I.ll.:'\ i 81

are ouite dilferent from the litds
X=son beogzles alyich houled the Sun.
doy hool apeciels from Denver
Ao ) JpEng garly 30 i i

The said of the Sauth Parke The salienns
el the list movmrevi-gonsze train swings aves
4 threesal switeh o Leadvile
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